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BRANCHES OF 
GOVERNMENT
WHAT ARE THEY? WHAT DO THEY DO? WHO IS IN THEM?



LEGISLATIVE 
BRANCH 
OVERVIEW
The Legislative Branch is composed 
of Congress, which is split into two 
houses. The upper house is the 
Senate, and the lower house is the 
House of Representatives. The 
Legislative Branch proposes bills and 
votes on them. If they have a 
majority, they can send the bill to the 
President, who will sign it and turn it 
into law. I will get into this process in 
a moment. 



QUESTIONS?



THE SENATE

• 2 Senators per state (100 total) 
• 6 year terms 
• Sends legislature to the President 
• Confirms Cabinet nominees 
• Declares war 
• Ratifies treaties 
• Try cases of impeachment



QUESTIONS?



SENATE POSITIONS
1. President of the Senate: First President of the 

Senate: John Adams. Current President of the 
Senate: Mike Pence. 

2. Senate Majority/Minority Leader: First Senate 
Majority Leader: Charles Curtis. Current Senate 
Majority Leader: Mitch McConnell. First Senate 
Minority Leader: Joseph Taylor Robinson. Current 
Senate Minority Leader: Chuck Schumer. 

3. President Pro-Tempore: First President Pro-
Tempore: John Langdon. Current President Pro-
Tempore: Orrin Hatch. 

4. Senate Majority/Minority Whip: Current Senate 
Majority Whip: John Cornyn. Current Senate 
Minority Whip: Dick Durbin. 

5. Senate Chaplain: Current Senate Chaplain: Barry 
Black.



QUESTIONS?



THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

• Representatives per state are 
determined by population 
and redistributed every 10 
years after a federal census 
• 2 year terms 
• Initiate money bills 
• Impeachment 
• Elect president if Electoral 

College is tied



QUESTIONS?



HOUSE POSITIONS
• House Majority/Minority Leader: 

Current House Majority Leader: 
Steny Hoyer. Current House 
Minority Leader: Kevin McCarthy. 
• House Majority/Minority Whip: 

Current House Majority Whip: Jim 
Clyburn. Current House Minority 
Whip: Steve Scalise. 
• Speaker of the House: Current 

Speaker of the House: Nancy Pelosi.



QUESTIONS?



TURNING A BILL 
INTO A LAW
1. Bill is Drafted 

2. Introduced in House 

3. Sent to Committee 

4. Committee Action 

5, Rules Committee 

6. Floor Action 

7. Introduced in Senate 

8. Committee Action 

9. Bill Called Up 

10. Floor Action 

11. Conference Committee 

12. Vote on Compromise 

13. Presidential Action 

14. Vote to Override 

*Information from Scholastic. 



QUESTIONS?



SENATE CONFIRMATIONS 
FOR THE CABINET



PRESIDENTIAL SUBMISSION
The President of the United States submits a nomination in writing to the Senate. 
That nomination is read aloud on the floor and an executive clerk assigns it a 
certain number. A nomination is never voted on by the full Senate on the same day 
that it receives it, or on the day on which it is reported by a committee, except by 
unanimous agreement. 



COMMITTEE REFERRAL AND CONSIDERATION

Once the President submits the nomination, it is sent to a 
committee assigned to the department for which the nominee is 
chosen by the President to lead. For example, the Department of 
State’s nominee (which handles foreign policy, trade with other 
countries) would be interviewed by the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee at a confirmation hearing. The committee then votes 
to send it to the entire Senate.



FLOOR CONSIDERATION
The Senate meets in an executive session to consider different nominations but they may not begin floor 
consideration of a nomination until it has been on the official Executive Calendar for at least a day, except by 
unanimous agreement. Nominations are subjected to unlimited debate, subject to cloture being invoked 
(which requires 60 votes). In some instances, one or more Senators may place a “hold” on a nomination, 
thereby delaying or preventing it from reaching the floor for further action. Under Senate Rule XXXI, the final 
question on a nomination is, “Will the Senate advise and consent to this nomination?” The Senate has three 
options: confirm, reject, or take no action on the nomination. Confirmation requires a simple majority vote. 



WHITE HOUSE NOTIFICATION
Once the Senate has acted on a nomination, the Secretary of the 
Senate (who supervises the offices of the Senate) attests to a 
resolution of confirmation or rejection, which is transmitted to the 
White House. All nominations that are submitted to the Senate as 
well as action on them are printed in the official Congressional 
Record and a number of other official Senate publications. 



This is the same process for the Supreme Court, except if 
someone filibusters the nominee, the vote requires 60% of the 

Senate for the nominee to be confirmed. In 2017, Senate 
Republicans changed the rules so filibustering is illegal for 

Supreme Court nominees, allowing Donald Trump’s nominee 
Neil Gorsuch to be confirmed with 54 votes.



QUESTIONS?



THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH



THE PRESIDENT
• head of state and head of government of the United States of 

America 

• Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. 
responsible for the execution and enforcement of the laws created by 
Congress 

• appoints the heads of more than 50 independent federal commissions 

• has the power either to sign legislation into law or to veto bills 
enacted by Congress, although Congress may override a veto with a 
two-thirds vote of both houses 

• can issue executive orders, which direct executive officers or clarify 
and further existing laws 

• has unlimited power to extend pardons and clemencies for federal 
crimes, except in cases of impeachment 

• have traditionally given a State of the Union address to a joint session 
of Congress each January (except in inaugural years) outlining their 
agenda for the coming year 

• the President must be 35 years of age, be a natural born citizen (born 
in the United States), and must have lived in the United States for at 
least 14 years

FIRST PRESIDENT: George Washington (1789-1797) 
CURRENT PRESIDENT: Donald Trump (2017-)



THE VICE PRESIDENT
• The primary responsibility of the Vice President of the United States is to be 

ready at a moment’s notice to assume the Presidency if the President is 
unable to perform his duties. This can be because of the President’s death, 
resignation, or temporary incapacitation, or if the Vice President and a 
majority of the Cabinet judge that the President can no longer act as 
President. 

• The Vice President is elected along with the President by the Electoral 
College — each elector casts one vote for President and another for Vice 
President. Before the ratification of the 12th Amendment in 1804, electors 
only voted for President, and the person who received the second most 
number of votes became Vice President. 

• Mike Pence is the 48th Vice President of the United States. Of the 47 
previous Vice Presidents, nine have ascended to the Presidency, and four 
have been elected to the Presidency in their own right. The duties of the 
Vice President, outside of those described in the Constitution, are at the 
discretion of the current President. Each Vice President approaches the role 
differently — some take on a specific policy portfolio, others serve simply as 
a top adviser to the President. 

FIRST VP: John Adams (1789-1797) 
CURRENT VP: Mike Pence (2017-)



THE CABINET



AGRICULTURE (USDA)

•Develops and enforces policy on food, 
farming, and agriculture. 

•The USDA also plays a crucial role in 
aid programs abroad by providing 
surplus foods to developing countries. 

•The current Secretary of Agriculture is 
Sonny Perdue, who began serving in 
2017.



COMMERCE

•Tasked with improving living standards 
for all Americans by promoting 
economic and technological innovation. 

•Promotes U.S. exports by assisting and 
enforcing international trade 
agreements. 

•The current Secretary of Commerce is 
Wilbur Ross, who began serving in 2017.



DEFENSE

•Provides the military needed to 
repel war and to protect the 
security of the United States. 

•Headquarters at the Pentagon. 

•The current Secretary of Defense is 
Patrick Shanahan, who began 
serving in 2019.



EDUCATION

•Promotes students’ achievement and 
preparation for competition in a global 
economy.  

•Fosters educational excellence and 
ensuring equal access to educational 
opportunity. 

•The current Secretary of Education is 
Betsy DeVos, who began serving in 
2017.



ENERGY

• Advances the economic, national, and energy security of the 
United States. 

• Encourages the development of clean, reliable, and affordable 
energy. 

• Administers federal funding for scientific research to further the 
goal of discovery and innovation — ensuring American economic 
competitiveness and improving the quality of life for Americans. 

• Tasked with ensuring America’s nuclear security, and with 
protecting the environment by providing a responsible resolution 
to the legacy of nuclear weapons production. 

• The current Secretary of Energy is Rick Perry, who began serving 
in 2017.



HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

• Protects the health of Americans and 
providing necessary human services. 

• Works to prevent disease outbreaks, 
assure food and drug safety, and 
provide health insurance. 

• Administers Medicare and Medicaid. 

• The current Secretary of HHS is Alex 
Azar.



HOMELAND SECURITY

•Prevents and disrupts terrorist 
attacks. 

•Promotes preparedness and 
emergency prevention among 
citizens. 

•The current Secretary of Homeland 
Security is Kirstjen Nielsen.



HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

• Responsible for national policies and 
programs that address America’s housing 
needs. 

• Plays a major role in supporting 
homeownership for lower and moderate 
income families through its rent subsidy and 
mortgage insurance programs. 

• The current Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development is Ben Carson, who began 
serving in 2017.



INTERIOR

• The nation’s principal conservation agency. 

• Protects America’s natural resources. 

• Offers recreation opportunities. 

• Conducts scientific research. 

• Conserves and protects fish and wildlife. 

• Honors our trust responsibilities to American Indians, 
Alaskan Natives, and our responsibilities to island 
communities. 

• The current Secretary of the Interior is Ryan Zinke, who 
began serving in 2017.



JUSTICE

• Enforces the law and defends the interests of the 
United States according to the law. 

• Ensures public safety against all threats foreign and 
domestic. 

• Provides federal leadership in controlling and 
preventing crime. 

• Seeks just punishment for those guilty of committing 
crimes. 

• The current Attorney General is William Barr, who 
began serving in 2019.



LABOR
• Oversees federal programs for ensuring a 

strong American labor force. 

• Responsible for job training, safe working 
conditions, minimum hourly wage and 
overtime pay, employment discrimination, 
and unemployment insurance. 

• Fosters and promotes the welfare of the 
wage earners, job seekers, and retirees of the 
United States. 

• The current Secretary of Labor is R. 
Alexander Acosta, who started serving in 
2017.



STATE

•Develops and implements the President’s 
foreign policy. 

•Responsible for United States 
representation abroad, foreign 
assistance, foreign military training 
programs, and countering international 
crime. 

•The current Secretary of State is Mike 
Pompeo, who began serving in 2018.



TRANSPORTATION

• The mission of the Department of 
Transportation is to ensure an 
efficient, fast, safe, accessible, and 
convenient transportation system that 
meets our vital national interests and 
enhances the quality of life of the 
people of the United States. 

• The current Secretary of 
Transportation is Elaine Chao, who 
started serving in 2017.



TREASURY
•Responsible for promoting ensuring the soundness and 
security of the U.S. and international financial systems 
and economic prosperity. 

•Operates and maintains systems that are critical to the 
nation’s financial infrastructure. 

•Encourages economic growth. 

•Performs a far-reaching and crucial role in enhancing 
national security by improving the safeguards of our 
financial systems, implementing economic sanctions 
against foreign threats to the U.S., and identifying and 
targeting the financial support networks of national 
security threats 

•The current Secretary of the Treasury is Steven Mnuchin, 
who started serving in 2017.



VETERANS AFFAIRS

•Administers benefit 
programs for veterans, their 
families, and their survivors. 

•The current Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs is Robert 
Wilkie.
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